
 

 

Issue 8- 24th March 2023 

PRINCIPAL REPORT 
 

Hello everyone,  

 

NAPLAN has concluded with the final 

catch up tests being conducted for 

students from Years 3 and 5.  While we 

endeavour to catch up as many of the 

absences as possible, we are limited in 

resources and can’t ensure every child 

who was absent for a test is able to 

complete that missed assessment.  As 

of today, 402 online tests have been submitted, in addition to the Year 3 

writing tests which were completed by hand.  Well done to all our 

participating students for committing their personal best.  

 

ANZAC Day is fast approaching 

and this year our Student Voice 

Team will take an active role in 

fundraising for the ANZAC 

Appeal.  The Whittlesea RSL 

has kindly provided a range of 

items to be purchased here at 

school.  All funds go directly to 

the ANZAC Appeal, changing 

the lives of our veterans and 

their families.  The student 

voice team students will be 

active in selling the items (with 

teacher support) across break 

times and even before/ after 

school on selected 

days.  Please ensure any money sent with children is secured safely in an 

envelope or snap lock bag and consider handing any larger sums of money 

to a teacher for safe keeping.  

 

Our school’s participation in the ANZAC March through Whittlesea is a 

traditional activity which builds community pride and connection.  We 

encourage you to consider allowing your child to march in their school 

uniform on April 25th.  Please indicate your participation through the compass event.  There is also an 

event on Compass for the day prior – April 24th.  This event is a strategy to enable us to predict 

student attendance on Monday April 24th.  This is a school day and all students are expected at 

school, but we realise that coming out of the term holidays and with ANZAC Day immediately following, 

some families may already know their child will be absent from school.  With this information we can 

effectively plan for any adjustments required in our workforce.  

 

CALENDAR 
 

April 6 Whole School 
Cross Country 
 
Last day of 
Term 1- 
2.30pm finish 

April 24 Start of Term 2 

April 25 Public Holiday 
ANZAC Day 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Wishing the following  

children a very  

Happy Birthday! 

 
26th March 

Keira 3/4D 

 

28th March 

Aria 3/4W 

 

30th March 

Rhyder 00G 

 

1st April 

Chloe 06L 

 

2nd April 

Spencer 05V 

Olivia 06P 

 



 

 

School Council held lengthy discussions regarding the Uniform Policy.  Thank you to the 150 

respondents who put forward a range of views.  These were well considered, and changes were 

endorsed.  The new uniform policy is attached to this week’s newsletter.  Changes of note include:  

 

• The wording of school shoes changes to include ‘predominantly’ black runners.  This 

means black runners with small elements of colour including a logo or sole are now 

acceptable.  

• References to hair colours have been removed from the policy.  

• An addition has been made that references long hair.  Students will be directed to tie 

back long hair when they are involved in high-risk activities such as sport or science 

experiments.  

 

 

Generally, the remainder of the policy stays the same.  The change in wording regarding shoes came 

from your feedback.  The greatest positive endorsement was seen for this interpretation.  Second 

most supported was keeping with the current expectation of ‘all black’ shoes.  There was strong 

support for the inclusion of a reference to long hair being safely tied back at certain times and there 

was also strong support for removing any reference to hair colour.  Your feedback for an affordable 

school windcheater was clear and we will work with Academy to include this item to the uniform 

list.  Thank you once again, as council’s decision was made through active collaboration and 

consideration of the community’s views.  

 

Enjoy the weekend,  

  

Ty Hoggins and Rae Gittos  

Principal Team   
  
  
  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
 

 

 

 
 

Foundation G  
Gordan  

Awarded to: Jesse Hyde-Gerdtz  
For: working so hard this week on his letter formation. Keep it up!  

 Year 1F  
Fontana  

Awarded to: Dash Reeves  
For: Putting in an amazing amount of effort when solving subtraction questions using a number line.   

Year 1M  
Merritt  

Awarded to: Bella Beardsworth  
For: using a story graph effectively to plot different texts. Great effort!  

Year 1P  
Powell  

Awarded to: Mia Bassett  
For: achieving her reading goal of segmenting and blending CVC words.  

Year 2M  
Maxfield  

Awarded to: Henry Charity  
For: making progress to achieve his goals and being a voice in class discussions.  

Year 2A  
Avolino/Mondon  

Awarded to: Emerson Fairchild  
For: doing her best to achieve her goal of identifying the author’s purpose!  

Year 2K  
Kaur   

Awarded to: James Smith   
For: trying his best on his story about Pig the Pug. Well done, James!  

Year 3/4B  
Barker  

Awarded to: Monica D’Amico  
For: her outstanding effort towards achieving her writing goals this week and making her sentences 
more meaningful! Amazing Monica!  

Year 3/4D   
Di Mauro  

Awarded to: Lachlan Abbott  

For: his amazing effort in writing his narrative about the king and dragon. Well Done 😊   

Year 3/4S  
Daniels  

Awarded to: Eva Smith  
For: her excellent use of adjectives and adverbs in her writing. Well done Eva!   

Year 3/4W  
Wright  

Awarded to:  Lottie Carrolan  
For: consistently putting in a great effort in all learning tasks. Well done, Lottie.  

Year 3/4C  
Cowdery  

Awarded to: Nella Kessler   

For: helping others succeed in writing and being a fantastic group leader. Well done Nella 😊    

Year 5B  
Burgess  

Awarded to: Jagger Hayward-Murphy  
For: continuing to develop a story with an intended audience and purpose, ensuring that he is 
following the seven steps.   

Year 5V  
Vitale  

Awarded to: Asha Abeling  

For: always having a positive attitude and following our school expectations. Amazing, Asha! 😊   

Year 5T  
Tuppen   

Awarded to: Logan Kendall  
For: Challenging himself in maths during our multiplication lessons. Well done, Logan!  

Year 6L  
Leslie/McAlley  

Awarded to: Branson Aponso  
For: Identifying different types of figurative language in texts he reads.  

Year 6C  
Cummins   

Awarded to: Alice Bowlen  
For: following the writing process to draft, revise and publish a captivating narrative.  

Year 6P  
Panahinejad  

Awarded to: Fionah Sparks  
For: outstanding enthusiasm to challenge herself in maths  

PE  
Freeman  

Awarded to: Koby Charles (2M)  
For: Amazing teamwork, perseverance and effort during PE.  

PE BOOST  
Smith  

Awarded to: Rebekah Briggs  
For: for excellent listening skills and helping others succeed during PE boost! Wonderful work!  

The Arts  
Capobus-Thorpe  

Awarded to: Dash Heal (5B)  
For: Always being a respectful student and trying his best to complete his artworks. Greak Work 
Dash  

STEM  
Gorski  

Awarded to: Savanah Georgiou  
For: assisting year 3/4 students to interpret the origami instructions, modelling a positive and 
resilient mindset.  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Week 10 SPORT GOLD BLUE 

Friday 31st March 

Basketball St. Josephs WPS 

T-Ball St. Josephs WPS 

Cricket Waterview Reserve Walker’s Reserve 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Mental Health at Whittlesea 
Primary School 

 

Good communication is always a two-way thing. Listening to children is as important as what you say to them 

and how you say it. This might not always be easy – especially when you’re tired, busy or have to deal with 

complaining or conflict – but it’s important to model good communication skills so your kids can learn from you. 

Approaching communication as a conversation between family members helps kids develop skills for life, 

setting them up for strong, respectful relationships and feeling able to ask for support when they need it. 

Communicating as a family 

Talking together and discussing everyday things helps family members feel connected. It builds trust and 

makes it easier to ask for and offer support. Making time to listen and show interest encourages kids to talk 

and helps you understand how they think and feel. Listening actively helps to build relationships and 

communication skills. 

To get your kids to talk more, take notice of the times when they do talk. Often this is while doing everyday 

things like household chores or while playing games together. Use these relaxed times to get a conversation 

going with them. Similarly, it’s important to make sure that the adults in the family have relaxed times to talk 

together. 

Top tips for communicating with children: 

• Make talking part of your routine. Make time to chat with your kids every day. If your child wants to 

share something, give them your full attention and listen without getting distracted. 

• Let your child talk about whatever interests them. Show respect for their interests, even if listening 

to a run-down of the world they’ve built in Mine Craft or their expanding Pokemon collection isn’t 

the most exciting topic for you. 

• Talk about your interests with your kids. Whether it’s sport, music or cooking, sharing the things 

that make you happy is important too. 

• Show affection. We communicate through our actions as well as words. Hugging and showing 

affection makes kids feel loved and content. 

• Reinforce that you’re there for them. Let your kids know that they can talk to you about anything. 

Setting this up early will help down the line as they get older and become more independent. 

 

 

 



 

 

When things get tough 

Talking about what’s bothering us can be hard – for both kids and adults. We need to feel safe and supported, 

and trust that we’ll be listened to and understood. 

Asking how your child feels and listening non-defensively allows you to work together to solve problems. 

Blaming, judging or criticising will quickly shut down real communication and very often leads to arguments. 

Listening carefully to the other person’s perspective and explaining your own feelings and views (“I’m 

disappointed that…” or “I’m upset that …”) rather than accusing (“You don’t care…” or “You’ve upset me…”) 

helps to defuse arguments and supports effective communication. 

Dealing with difficult emotions 

Modelling behaviour when you’re feeling stressed or upset helps kids develop their own strategies for coping 

with their emotions. 

You can say: 

• “I’m getting too angry. I need some time out to think about this.” 

• “I’m feeling really tense. I need to take some deep breaths to calm down.” 

Being ready to apologise, listening to how the other person feels and showing you appreciate their position is a 

critical skill for building strong and supportive family relationships. 

Admitting to having difficult feelings is not a sign of weakness or failure. Instead, it sets a good example by 

showing that everyone has difficult feelings at times and that they are manageable. 

More Reading: 

5 Powerful Tips For Positive Communication With Children (mylittlescholars.com.au) 

Young children and communication - Better Health Channel 

Pre-teens communicating & relationships | Raising Children Network 

  

https://mylittlescholars.com.au/5-powerful-tips-for-positive-communication-with-children/#:~:text=Five%20powerful%20tips%20for%20positive%20communications%201%20Listen,Control%20your%20response%20...%205%20Be%20Clear%20
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/young-children-and-communication
https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/communicating-relationships


 

 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                 
  
                                                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 


