
 

 

Issue 18- 16th June 2023 

PRINCIPAL REPORT 
 
Hello everyone,  
 

An important reminder that Monday, June 19th is a STUDENT 

FREE DAY.  All teachers are entitled to a professional practice 

day each semester to undertake duties relating to teaching 

and learning.  On Monday all our staff will take this day at a 

common time and as a result, normal classes will not be 

held.  A reminder that Theircare offer a full day program for 

those who need.  
 

We congratulate Libby Eaves who has been provisionally 

appointed to the role of Business Manager at Mount Ridley 

College.  This position represents a significant promotion for Libby and is just 

reward for her outstanding work at Whittlesea Primary School.  Libby’s skills and 

experience in our office will be greatly missed, as will her warm, caring and 

positive manner.  A replacement position has already been listed on the 

Department’s recruitment website and we hope to find a suitable replacement as 

soon as possible.  For the moment, Libby continues with us for the first week or 

two of next term. I encourage you to express your gratitude to Libby for her 

amazing work at our school whenever you next have the chance. 

 

Unfortunately, we didn’t receive a strong response to our efforts to organise a 

Working Bee for this weekend.  The scheduling landed on a date that was late in 

the term and on a weekend when our student free day was also planned.  These 

reasons may have contributed to the lower than expected 

response.  Nevertheless, we will look to arrange a working bee later in the year at 

a time which is more convenient.  
 

Over the past two weeks I have spoken with every class in the school regarding 

the upcoming change of leadership.  I felt it important to give our students the 

chance to learn more about the change of Principal from me personally and to be 

able to ask any questions they may have.  Funnily enough the most popular 

question was ‘Who will take Disco Club?’  I assured them there is a line of 

teachers/staff ready to take over that role!  I am aware that the acting principal 

role for Term 4 is currently being advertised within the Department of 

Education.  This process will be complete by the middle of next term, and I will 

keep the community aware of any information as it comes to hand.  
 

Looking ahead to our last week of term, we are excited for our Write Fest on 

Tuesday.  I know our students have been working very hard on their published 

pieces.  The event allows our students to write for an authentic purpose and to 

give and receive feedback on their work.  It also allows us to celebrate this key 

component of the curriculum and raise the profile on literacy across the school.  A 

big thank you to our literacy leader – Sam McCormick for her hard work in 

preparing our students.  
 

Enjoy the weekend and we look forward to seeing the students back at school on 

Tuesday next week,  

  

Ty Hoggins  

Principal  

CALENDAR 
 

June 19 
Monday 

Professional 
Practice Day 
Student Free Day 

June 20 3/4B & 3/4S 
Incursion 
 
Whole School 
WriteFest 

June 22 3/4W, 3/4D & 3/4C 
Incursion 

June 23 Last day of Term 2 
2:30pm finish 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Wishing the following  

children a very  

Happy Birthday! 

 

17th June 

Alexis 3/4S 

 

19th June 

Daisy 00G  

Chelsea 02K  

 

20th June  

Harvey 3/4C 

 

21st June  

Franklin 00F  

Logan 06P  

 

22nd June 

Jemma 01P  

Christopher 06C 

Amelie 06L 

 

23rd June 

Summer 00G 

Aria 3/4B 

Ivy 06P 

 

 



 

 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORT 
 

Hello everyone, 

 

CADBURY FUNDRAISER UPDATE 

 PAYMENT OVERDUE 
 

A reminder that all Cadbury Freddo and Friends fundraiser MONEY (and unsold 

chocolates) are due. Our preferred method for payment is via Compass. If you collect 

cash/coins through fundraising, please return using the envelope provided. Ensure 

the envelope is clearly labelled with your child’s name, class and teacher. Please 

prioritise this payment as soon as possible, before the term quickly draws to a close.  
 

Week 9 

Professional Practice Day 

 

Monday, the 19th June is a Professional Practice Day for staff. Students are not required at school on this day. All 

teachers are entitled to two ‘Professional Practice Days’ and on this date, all our staff will be accessing one of 

these days at a common time. Theircare will be running a program on this day for families that require care for 

their children. 

 

Commencing Tuesday 20th June, our Year 1&2 students have their excursion to Edendale Farm in 

Eltham and our Year 34’s will participate in their Democracy incursion on Tuesday (34B and 34S) and 

Thursday (34W, 34C and 34D). 

A reminder to continue checking Compass Events and your email to ensure you have consented and/or 

made payment prior to important school events. Your support will assist our staff to plan and organsie 

these opportunities for the students in advance. If you have any questions about upcoming events or 

payment, please contact the office. 
 

Write Fest ‘23 

On Tuesday 20th June, our school will celebrate student learning at Write Fest ’23. Families are invited to attend 

after school from 3.30pm. 

 

Uniform Update – Windcheater with School Logo 

 

Earlier this term, school council endorsed the addition of a plain navy windcheater with school logo. This item is 

NOW AVAILABLE for purchase at Academy Uniforms in Thomastown or online at 

https://academyuniforms.com.au/  

 

A reminder that students may also wear our school beanies. These are 

available for purchase AT THE OFFICE for $15. These are the only school 

approved beanies. Students will be asked to remove any other type of beanie 

in line with our uniform policy. We thank you for your support.  

 

 

Finally, a reminder that next Friday 23rd June is the last school day for term 

two. Students will be dismissed at 2.30PM. 

 

Best wishes for a wonderful weekend with your family       

 

Rae Gittos 

Assistant Principal  

 

 

 

 

https://academyuniforms.com.au/


 

 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Foundation F  
Fasone/Betty  

Awarded to: Archie Blake   
For: doing his best in all his learning tasks this week and working well with his peers.    

Foundation G  
Gordan  

Awarded to: Bentley Davies  
For: using your words to express your feelings and needs. Keep it up!  

 Year 1F  
Fontana  

Awarded to: Arizona Mangini   
For: always being a helpful and honest member of our 1F class family.  

Year 1M  
Merritt  

Awarded to: Ellie Carr  
For: improving the number of codes she recalls and extending her code knowledge.  

Year 1P  
Powell  

Awarded to: Hunter Jones  
For: doing his best at MiniLit. Well done!!!  

Year 2M  
Maxfield  

Awarded to: Lucas Hutchinson  
For: displaying great behaviour during lessons and completing all class literacy tasks.  
  
Awarded to: Matayah Lindsay  
For: making a huge effort to understand and complete her reading tasks during the week.  
  

Year 2A  
Avolino/Mondon  

Awarded to: Elizabeth Maher  
For: doing her best to order the months of the year!  

Year 2K  
Kaur   

Awarded to: Beau Cornish  
For: always being a helpful and positive class member. Well done Beau!  

Year 3/4B  
Barker  

Awarded to: Necati Altundas  
For: his excellent contribution to the class discussion about Australian demographics.   

Year 3/4D   
Di Mauro  

Awarded to:  Braylen Flynn  
For: his excellent effort in learning all about money!  

Year 3/4S  
Daniels  

Awarded to: Kaleb Clark  
For: displaying school expectation and helping peers. Well done  

Year 3\/4W  
Wright  

Awarded to:  Baylee Walker  
For: being a friendly and polite class member.  

Year 3/4C  
Cowdery  

Awarded to: Harvey Cummins  

For: his amazing effort representing the school in cross country 😊   

Year 5B  
Burgess  

Awarded to: Isobel Cilia  
For: for continually working hard, achieving goals and always having a smile on her face.  
  
Awarded to:  Amelia Hughes  
For: trying hard to achieve all her learning goals for the term and showing success.   

Year 5V  
Vitale  

Awarded to: Hanah Elsey  
For: her creative and detailed illustrations in her narrative for Write Fest. Fantastic, Hanah! 

😊    

Year 5T  
Tuppen   

Awarded to: Indiana Halley  
For: being motivated and focused in maths lessons, striving to improve her knowledge.  

Year 6L  
Leslie/McAlley  

Awarded to: Edmund Conley  
For: showing dedication to improving his writing  

Year 6C  
Cummins   

Awarded to: Jessica Chalmers  
For: outstanding effort in writing persuasive arguments using research and statistics. Well 
done, Jess!   

Year 6P  
Panahinejad  

Awarded to:  Logan Ford 
For:  skilfully using humour in his writing. Well done! 
  



 

 

PE  
Freeman  

Awarded to: Noah Henning   
For: demonstrating great skill during our invasion games, and working well within his 
team.   

STEM  
Reid  

Awarded to: Gabby Conley   
For: applying a range of skills such as sequencing, variables and loops during coding 

sessions. Great work 😊     

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Mental Health at Whittlesea 
Primary School 

With technology in our back pockets, it is very easy to get distracted by notifications that pop up on your phone. 

We have bus timetables, footy scores, online shopping and gaming platforms available to us 24/7. Continuing 

from last week, where the importance of balanced use with technology was highlighted, this week we can 

explore ways we can connect with tech savvy children and show an interest in what they are doing online. This 

builds connectedness, mutual interests and new skills. 

Why shared screen time is good for you and your child 

Sharing screen time and using digital technology with your child has the same benefits as doing any enjoyable 

activity together. It: 

• builds your relationship 

• helps your child get the most out of the activity 

• gives you both the opportunity to learn new things. 

And, of course, shared screen time with your child can be fun! 

Using screen time to build your relationship with your child 

Playing a game or watching a show together lets you turn screen time into family time. This means it can be a 

good balance for solo screen time. 

When you watch TV or videos and play games or apps with your child, it shows you care about things that 

matter to your child. It sends a simple message – you’re important to me. 

Helping your child get the most out of screen time 

Your child benefits most from screen time when you watch and play together. 

This is because sharing screen time gives you the chance to help your child make connections between what 

they’re watching and playing and their own life. For example, if you’re watching a TV show, movie or YouTube 

video together, you could talk together about how the characters behave and treat each other: 

• Is that respectful behaviour? Would you like someone to treat you that way? 

• Is that a safe thing to do? What would you do if one of your friends did that? 

• What would happen if someone did that in real life? 

Shared screen time can also help you start conversations about difficult topics like bullying and relationships. 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/preschoolers/connecting-communicating/tough-topics/tough-topics


 

 

When you play or watch with your child, you can get your child in the habit of thinking about what’s on the 

screen rather than just passively watching. For example, you can sit with your child while your child plays a 

game or watches a show and ask questions like: 

• How do you play this game? 

• What happens when you move there? 

• Why do you think this game has in-app purchases? 

• What’s the point of this YouTube video? 

• Why is the person showing that product? 

Using screen time to learn new things 

Children learn best from everyday experiences like social time with family and friends, physical play, playing 

outside, reading and creative play. 

So, when you share screen time with your child, it becomes an interactive, meaningful experience that your 

child can learn from. For example, if you: 

• talk about what’s happening in the show or game, your child can learn new words 

• play a multiplayer game, your child can learn social skills like turn-taking and cooperation 

• try some coding together on a children’s coding site like Scratch or code.org -you and your child could 

learn something new! 

And the learning probably goes both ways. For example, you and your child could make a video. You might 

experiment together to work out how to use the editing tools to add effects. Or your child could teach you how 

to use the editing program, which can be good for you and your child. 

Ideas for shared screen time 

Here are some ideas for sharing screen time with your child: 

• Search online with your child for something that you’re both interested in – for example, a weekend 

activity or a new recipe to cook for dinner. 

• Play an ongoing game with your child, like online Scrabble or Wordle. This helps to keep you connected. 

It’s also fun and can be something special that you do together. 

• Download a music app and share and chat about the music you’re listening to with each other. 

• Get your child to teach you how to play an online game they enjoy. Or they could take you on a ‘tour’ of 

their apps and favourite websites. 

• Get active while using technology together. For example, go for a walk using a mapping app, or use a 

fitness tracker to share fitness challenges and goals. 

• Use a mindfulness app together. It can help both of you to reduce stress, boost wellbeing and build 

coping skills. 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/preschoolers/play-learning/active-play/physical-activity-for-young-children
https://raisingchildren.net.au/preschoolers/play-learning/outdoor-play/outdoor-play
https://raisingchildren.net.au/preschoolers/play-learning/outdoor-play/outdoor-play
https://raisingchildren.net.au/preschoolers/play-learning/literacy-reading-stories/reading-storytelling
https://raisingchildren.net.au/preschoolers/play-learning/play-preschooler-development/imagining-play-preschoolers
https://raisingchildren.net.au/_media/external-links/s/scratch-coding-mit


 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                   
                                                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 


