
 

 

Issue 2- 11th February 2022 

PRINCIPAL REPORT 
Hello everyone, 

 

Things are well and truly up and running here at Whittlesea 

Primary School with interschool sport, assemblies and 

more.  Unfortunately, due to restrictions we needed to hold 

assemblies as small cohorts without a community 

audience.  Our hope is that we can return to whole school 

celebrations with parents as soon as possible.  For the time 

being we will record gatherings so parents can watch their 

child receive awards.  Our new school captains Alannah, Lily, 

Lincoln and Hayden did a great job, confidently speaking to large audiences.  

 

This week a Compass was sent inviting parents to nominate for our school 

council.  At the start of each year several of the 2-year positions become 

available.  This year there are three parent category places and two staff category 

vacancies.  School Council is vital in leading the governance of our school.  Key 

actions of council are policy development, fundraising, compliance and 

accountability for finance and workforce management.  School Council also 

perform a key partnership role in developing and monitoring the school’s progress 

through current strategic plans leading up to the school review process.  If you’re 

interested in contributing to our school in this way, we welcome your nomination 

through the office before next Friday.  

 

I’m please to confirm that two school camps are booked for this year.  Our 5/6 

cohort will travel interstate to Canberra in Week 2 of Term 4.  This is the first time a 

group from Whittlesea Primary School have crossed the border for a camp in many 

years.  The experience promises to be a highlight of the student’s time at primary 

school, and we look forward to planning a rich itinerary over the coming weeks.  For 

our 3/4 group, they will travel to Ballarat and Bendigo, taking in amazing 

experiences at Sovereign Hill and the Central Deborah Gold Mine.  More 

information regarding these camps will be provided soon, including payment plan 

options.  

 

You may have noted our sign at the front of school is displaying quite an old 

message that hasn’t been changed for some time.  The mechanism has failed and 

as the sign is quite old and not the saftest and most modern design, we’ve opted 

to have it removed in the coming days.  We would like to replace the old sign with a 

new modern, digital version, but it may be shifted to a location with closer proximity 

to power.  

 

Finally, we are aware that parent and carers are yet to have the opportunity to 

meet classroom teachers through formal interviews / introductions.  With COVID 

restrictions schools have been encouraged to postpone certain activities in the first 

four weeks.  We know these are valued opportunities to create a relationship 

between home and school and there will be more to share on this activity in the 

coming weeks.  

  

Until next week,  

  

Ty Hoggins  

Principal  

CALENDAR 
 

March 7 Whole School 
Photo Day 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Wishing the following  

children a very  

Happy Birthday! 

 
5th February 

Xavier 5/6V 

 

6th February  

Lewis 34/D  

Charlie 3/4L  

 

7th February 

Nathaniel 3/4C  

Mason 5/6P  

 

9th February  

Dash 00G  

 

11th February  

Fletcher 00M  

Oscar 3/4M  

Lillian 3/4M 

Penny 5/6RM 

 

12th February 

Brody 5/6T 

Cannon 5/6RM 

 

13th February 

Charlie 5/6P  

Ethan 5/6V 

 

14th February 

Huddy 00P 

Cody 5/6V 



 

 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORT 
Hello everyone, 

 

It’s hard to believe we have reached the end of week three but so amazing to resume activities 

like interschool sport and assemblies, albeit in smaller cohorts. Our school leaders received 

their badges both yesterday (for Years 3/4) and today (for F-2 and Years 5/6) and all the 

students who participated in the Premier’s Reading Challenge last year, received their 

certificates. Our school captains lead their first school assemblies. They read with confidence 

and although it was a little windy, did a wonderful job. 

 

Our Year 5/6’s made a great start this morning in their interschool sport teams. This round, we 

were scheduled to play our ‘A teams’ against our ‘B teams’ and from next week teams will play 

against other schools in the network. This term, the interschool sports are tennis, tee-ball and cricket.  

 

“Eureka!” I shouted in my head, not wanting anyone to know my secret. Wiping the sweat from my brow, I stared 

down into my pan. The small, stone like lump lay gently amongst the fool’s gold, as a small corner of the nugget 

glistened back at me. I gently swirled my pan and the dirt and sand washed away to reveal my prize. “There must 

be more where that came from” I hear myself say over and over in my head, but I needed to get my prize in my 

pocket before anyone else discovers my secret and steals my panning spot tomorrow. “It’s time for lunch, Mrs 

Gittos” I hear bellowing from across the creek. I grab my things and head over to the group. “Well kids, how did 

you all enjoy that activity? You’ve got to love Sovereign Hill.” 

 

Yes, that’s right, we can confirm that our Year 3/4 camp to Sovereign Hill is going ahead in the last week of Term 

3. More details around the itinerary and cost will come shortly so stay tuned! The students are super excited and 

so are we as this camp will tie in closely with our Inquiry unit for Terms 3 & 4. 

 

Speaking of curriculum, one of our key focuses this year in Literacy will be spelling. I have been working closely 

with our Literacy leader, Sam McCormick to progress the work we started on spelling last year with Kellie 

Redmond. Sam’s experience in delivering Write to Read in our school over the past 4 years will ensure our school 

is well placed to bring together a model that will enhance our spelling program across F-6. From Monday 17th 

February, all students in Years 1-6 will bring home a list of spelling words. These spelling words align to the Write 

to Read codes/rules being taught that week as well as personal spelling words identified through writing 

conferences and for some students, words from their Oxford list. 

 

Students will receive between 8-10 words each week. We encourage you to support your child in learning to say 

and spell the words from their word list during the week following the explicit instruction from school. Students 

will continue to learn and practice these words throughout the week during focused spelling lessons. On Fridays, 

students return their word list to school. Look out for more information about the Whittlesea Spelling program in 

your child’s bag on Monday. 

 

Best wishes for a wonderful weekend with your family       

 

Rae Gittos 

Assistant Principal    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

BOOK CLUB 
 

The first issue of Book Club for 2022 went out earlier this week!  
Please not that all orders are due back by Tuesday 15th February. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

UP COMMUNITY CARD FUNDRAISING 
 

United Petrol have teamed up with Whittlesea Primary School assist with the schools fundraising. 

With the Whittlesea Primary School UP Community card, you’ll receive a 2 cents per litre discount at 

participating United service stations and a 2 cents per litre rebate will be provided to Whittlesea 

Primary School. So this means you’ll enjoy great savings on your fuel, whilst supporting Whittlesea 

Primary School when you fill up at a participating United service station. 

 

Register here: https://www.unitedpetroleum.com.au/fuel-discount-cards/up-community/whittlesea-

primary-school/ 

 

You now have the choice of a digital or plastic fuel discount card. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unitedpetroleum.com.au%2Ffuel-discount-cards%2Fup-community%2Fwhittlesea-primary-school%2F&data=04%7C01%7CBelinda.Coward%40education.vic.gov.au%7C5e5937a4c63245ac785c08d9e7915575%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637795433653607060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=VeXRRNmYYAC4e%2B3T7EAfSH1gg68xhH7U0PBJYTz0oW8%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unitedpetroleum.com.au%2Ffuel-discount-cards%2Fup-community%2Fwhittlesea-primary-school%2F&data=04%7C01%7CBelinda.Coward%40education.vic.gov.au%7C5e5937a4c63245ac785c08d9e7915575%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637795433653607060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=VeXRRNmYYAC4e%2B3T7EAfSH1gg68xhH7U0PBJYTz0oW8%3D&reserved=0


 

 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Foundation P  
Perry  

Awarded to: Remi Murphy  
For: modelling the school expectation of respect your school  

Foundation M  
Merritt  

Awarded to: Isabelle Shaw  
For: being a kind and caring friend while helping others succeed.   

Foundation G  
Gordon   

Awarded to: James Berry  
For: a positive start to your school journey.  

Year 1/2JA  
Fontana/Kaur  

Awarded to: Elizabeth Maher  
For: neatly presenting her writing, including a margin, heading and date.  

Year 1/2P  
Powell  

Awarded to: Jack Barnes  
For: beginning his letters in the correct position and taking his time to form 
them at a consistent size.  

Year 1/2M  
Maxfield  

Awarded to: Aria Gillan  
For: identifying important moments in a story and explaining where they 
occur in the story  

Year 1/2E  
Barker  

Awarded to: Samantha Fisher 
For: challenging herself in Maths by ordering 4-digit numbers according to 
place value.   

Year 1/2B  
Burgess  

Awarded to:  Jackson Ring  
For: identifying the beginning, middle and end of a story then including this 
in his own writing.   

Year 3/4MW   
McCormick/Walsh   
  

Awarded to: Dash Heal   
For: displaying enthusiasm when generating story ideas using picture 

prompts. Well done Dash! 😊   

Year 3/4W  
Wright  

Awarded to:  Riley Tanoai-McMaster  
For: consistently doing his best and setting a great example for others  

Year 3/4C  
Cummins  

Awarded to:  Kruz Edwards  
For: displaying perseverance towards challenges and finishing writing tasks.   

Year 5/6G  
Gorski  

Awarded to: Zalia Sandow  
For:  creating a narrative that engaged the reader and made them want 
more. Well done!  

Year 5/6RM  
Reid/McAlley  

Awarded to: Ruby Larmer  

For: writing a variety of engaging ‘Sizzling Starts’. Keep up the great work 😊   

Year 5/6V  
Vitale  

Awarded to: Zack Corbyn  
For: working hard and creating a descriptive ‘Sizzling Start’. Keep up the great work, 

Zack! 😊   

Year 5/6T  
Tuppen   

Awarded to: Ella Streeter  
For: creating a suspenseful ‘Sizzling Start’ that drew in the reader straight away.  

Year 5/6P  
Panahinejad  

Awarded to: Alice Bowlen  
For: exceeding the learning workbook expectations  

 
 
 

 

Star of the Week 



 

 

CAMPS SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 
 

 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond 
the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out 
on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It is part 
of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link 
between a student’s background and their outcomes. 

 
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS       
FUND (CSEF) 
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great 
outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the 
world works while sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership.  All 
are a part of a healthy curriculum. 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families 
to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. 
 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary 
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration 
category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The 
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to 
camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 
 

The annual CSEF amount per student is: 

• $125 for primary school students 

• $225 for secondary school students 

 
 

  

 

 

  

MORE INFORMATION 

For more information about CSEF visit: 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx 

 

HOW TO APPLY 
New applicants should contact the school office to   
obtain a CSEF application form or download from the 
website below.  

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last 
year, you do not need to complete an application 
form this year unless there has been a change in 
your family circumstances.  

You only need to complete an application form if any 
of the following changes have occurred: 

• new student enrolments; your child has 
started or changed schools this year. 

• changed family circumstances; such as a 
change of custody, change of name, 
concession card number, or new siblings 
commencing this year. 

 

Check with the school office if you are unsure. 

 

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx


 

 

 
                                                    
                                                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



 

 
  



 

 

 


