
 

 

Issue 11–30th April, 2020 

PRINCIPAL REPORT 
 
Hello everyone, 

Last week our students engaged with a series of activities to 

commemorate ANZAC Day while learning remotely.  It was great 

to see great examples of student work including arts, writing, 

cooking and more shared across our social media platforms.  A 

reminder that while we are currently operating remotely there's 

no better time to connect with our school through Facebook. 

We are regularly posting updated information and images of 

student learning.  

After another big week, we have made significant progress in our remote learning 

program.  Teachers are observing a high level of engagement, both in the Office 365 

environment or using the hardcopy learning packs.  We are constantly taking on 

feedback and modifying our approach to get the balance right.  In the current 

circumstances, it is simply not possible to fully replicate the normal school 

experience and we are mindful that our families are balancing work, family and 

school responsibilities.  A reminder that suggested daily programs are flexible and 

each family needs to adapt their home learning program to meet their needs.  Our 

teachers are modifying their programs to keep learning achievable.  We often use an 

expression in education – how much learning is enough?  In schools we know that 

high expectations bring about improved outcomes and we strive to achieve this in a 

normal scenario.  Throughout this term we must find a new norm and now the 

answer to that question is harder to define.  Enough learning for your child is what 

we can reasonably expect given the challenges with support, technology, isolation 

and external factors that may impact on the ability to learn.  You know your child 

better than anyone, so if you see a shift in their wellbeing – it is OK to reduce the 

load.  Communicate this with your teacher.  On the other hand, some children will 

demand more challenge and teachers will endeavour to meet this need also.  

Teachers are now commencing more personalised learning conferences with each 

child to try and tailor their experience and provide specific feedback on learning. I am 

pleased to report that Microsoft have made great advances with their server capacity 

and ‘Class Notebook’ is now much more stable.  When accessed through the 

OneNote browser app, students are enjoying the best experience and can enter 

learning directly into their page, either through typing in text directly or uploading 

photos of completed tasks.  We acknowledge the learning curve has been steep, but 

the skills being established now will set our kids up for exciting learning opportunities in the future.  

The upcoming week or two will likely present more challenges as children start to miss the connection of school 

and learning with their peers.  The ‘gloss’ so to speak has worn off the new technology, and now the reality of 

highly independent, remote learning will become more apparent.  Take the time to check in on the wellbeing of 

your child, and yourselves.  Our teachers are working incredibly hard and we thank our community for their 

support in making remote learning a success. 

Until next week,  

 

Ty Hoggins 

Principal 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Wishing the following  

children a very  

Happy Birthday! 

 
1st May  

Marley 03M 

 

2nd May 

Hunter 00C 

 

3rd May  

April 01F  

 

4th May  

Maya 00S 

Sehaj 01FD 

Tahlia 04P  

 

5th May  

Archie 03M  

Maxwell 05R  

Gioele 06S  

 

6th May  

Ace 01D  

 

7th May  

Indi 03C  

Ruby 03M  

Elizabeth 04M  

 

 



 

 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORT 
 
 

Hello everyone, 

 

Last Saturday was probably one of the most moving ANZAC 

Day mornings I have ever experienced. At 5:45am my family 

and I ventured outside to our front lawn. Holding our candles, 

we commemorated ANZAC Day at dawn. As a pink hue formed 

on the horizon, we heard the unmistakable sound of a bugle in 

the distance. Our neighbours, in their dressing gowns and 

slippers recited the ode as, a lone soldier in full military regalia, 

stood one driveway away. As the Last Post played he made his 

salute to the dawn and to the fallen…it was breathtaking. Later 

in the day, my girls and I made ANZAC cookies. We used a 

recipe from 1914 and they were delicious!  We talked about 

why Australia is such a lucky country and why people like our 

neighbour are as important to remember as those who fought 

and died and those who are still serving in our defence forces 

today.     

 

 

 

We have had another great week of learning, be it at school or at home. So many of our students are making the 

most of their learning time every day. If you are looking for some other things to do throughout the week or even 

over the weekend while we are all spending so much time at home, the DET FUSE website has some great 

resources you might like to check out! 

 

Fun At Home has loads of activity ideas, they are also mostly self-directed too. There are also heaps of books that 

have been made available for FREE streaming by Audible. 

 

While schools are closed, Audible are offering FREE access to a collection of books. You can instantly stream an 

incredible collection of stories, including titles across eight different languages. All stories are free to stream on 

your desktop, laptop, phone or tablet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I look forward to seeing and hearing from you all next week either at school or online. Until then, take care. 

 

Best wishes for a wonderful weekend with your family  

 

Rae Gittos 

Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

 

https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Resource/LandingPage?objectId=34585588-9171-4873-a14b-d2bb5cca2db3&SearchScope=Primary
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen


 

 

SCHOOL CHAPLAIN REPORT 
 
Peter Ackland - school chaplain 
 

School History 1933 – Staff Movement and Fundraising 
 

Here is another collection of Advertiser newspaper articles reporting on events at 

Whittlesea State School. I will try to include as much of the articles as I can without 

making them seem too long! I will also add here that J.W. Payne’s book Education at 

Whittlesea records the sloyd room (craft room), after 21 years of use, having falling 

interest and blunt tools.  

 

“Miss Dorothy Watson, of Northcote, has been appointed to the staff of the Whittlesea School.” [Friday 21 April 

1933 p 3] (Miss Watson may have taken an office role) 

 

“Mr John Revell, of the University High School, has taken up duties on the staff of the Whittlesea School.” 

[Friday 14 July 1933 p 3] (J.W. Payne lists John Revell 1934-1937 as a Junior Teacher) 

 

“School Teacher Farewelled. A large gathering of friends of Miss Malcolm congregated at the parish hall on 

Wednesday night to bid her farewell prior to her departure for Lilydale. Miss Malcolm has been on the staff of 

the Whittlesea School for the past four years. When she arrived in the hall escorted by the chairman (Cr. 

Fergusson) she was accorded an ovation. Later in the evening Cr. Fergusson called upon Mr. W. B. Campbell, 

the head teacher, who spoke in terms of praise of Miss Malcolm as a teacher. … Mrs. Longhurst, after a few 

remarks, presented Miss. Malcolm with a camera and a clock on behalf of her many friends. Miss Malcolm 

responded, and in a neat speech, thanked everybody for their kind remarks, and also for the beautiful gifts. 

Three cheers were then given for Miss Malcolm, and "For She's a Jolly Good Fellow" was sung lustily. Supper 

was served, and dancing was resumed until about 2 a.m. On Thursday afternoon in the school, a concert 

programme was given by the scholars for Miss Malcolm. A number of parents attended and an enjoyable 

afternoon was spent. Master Jack Dobson was chairman. Master Davies Johnston, one of the junior lads, made 

a neat speech, and was the hero of the day in handing a parting gift to his teacher on behalf of the scholars. He 

expressed the hope that Miss Malcolm would be happy at Lilydale.” [Friday 8 September 1933 p 4] (Miss 

Malcolm is listed a female assistant by J.W. Payne) 

 

“Tuesday afternoon at Whittlesea School was quite a gala day when a penny concert took place in aid of the 

Children's Hospital fund conducted by the Junior Red Cross Circle. £1/3/- was raised. As the result of various 

efforts, the local Junior Red Cross Circle has donated another presentation cot to the Children's Hospital, in 

recognition of which another life governorship has been presented. Mrs Campbell, wife of the head teacher, 

was nominated and Mrs McKendrick presented the certificate for the Children's Hospital. During the afternoon, 

the Merit Certificates were presented to the following scholars - Misses M. Wheeler, K. Murphy, M. Johnston, 

Masters T. Morris, A. McKernan, J. Dobson and B. Woods. After a neat speech, Rob Harding, the youngest 

worker, unveiled the covenant for the School Endowment Plantation.” [Friday 8 December 1933 p 8]  

 

 

BOOK CLUB 

 
 
 

 

The easiest way to place an order is through LOOP. Books will still be delivered to the 

school and parents will be contacted when they are able to come and collect them. 

 
Copy the link below to view the catalogue 

https://scholastic.com.au/book-club/virtual-catalogue-1/ 

 

https://scholastic.com.au/book-club/virtual-catalogue-1/


 

 

VICTORIAN PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE 
                      
 

 

 

 

 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Whittlesea Primary School is excited to 

once again be participating. A new application is being used this year that offers a range of exciting 

features including: 

 

 access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs) 

 a modern user-friendly interface 

 rewarding  students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved 

 the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or complete a 

book review 

 

Students will use their eduPass username and password to log in to the new Premiers’ Reading 

Challenge app. 

 

Logging in to the Premier’s Reading Challenge with an eduPass account 

 

1. Go to the Challenge application. 

2. Select the School/Student button. 

3. Select the eduPass login option. This will redirect you to the eduPass authentication page. 

4. Enter your username and password. This will redirect you back to the Challenge application. 

 

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of 

reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read 

a set number of books by 4 September 2020. 

 

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and 

teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 

 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian 

Premier and former Premiers. 

 

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian 

Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  

 

Have fun reading everyone! 

 

Matthew Dunstone 

Learning Specialist 

 
 

https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/home
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
 

 
 
 
 

Foundation V 
Vitale 

Awarded to: Lily Jordan  
For completing her remote learning tasks daily and ensuring she always does her 
best. Keep it up Lily :)  

Foundation S 
Scoberg 

Awarded to: Amber White 
For: doing her best when completing all her daily remote learning tasks. 

Foundation C 
Capito 

Awarded to: Zane Studwick 
For: doing his personal best when writing his sentences neatly and using correct 
letter formation :) 

Year 1P 
Perry 

Awarded to: Nate Griffin   

For: doing his personal best writing and using his word list to help spell words. 

Year 1D 
De Luca 

Awarded to: Ace Forden 
For: excellently retelling The Gingerbread Man from the fox’s perspective! 

Year 1FD 
Fontana/Dunstone 

Awarded to: Harrison Birthisel 
For excellent participation in remote learning. Fantastic Harrison! 

Year 2F 
Fawcett 

Awarded to: Noah Bateman 
For: doing his best and showing leadership when supporting his peers at school 
when they needed help. Excellent work Noah! 

Year 2S 
McCormick 

Awarded to: Billy Cartledge 
For: tackling all remote learning with a positive attitude and completing quality 
learning. Well done Billy! 

Year 2M 
Merritt 

Awarded to: Sophie Williams  
For: creating a fantastic information report on horses. Well done Sophie! 

Year 3CP 
Cook/Pearce 

Awarded to: Mya McClure 
For: Consistently completing her online learning activities independently to a high 
standard. Well Done! 

Year 3M 
Mason 

Awarded to: Amelie Powell 
For: having a positive presence on our Teams space, and for trying her best with all 
learning tasks.  

Year 3W 
Wright 

Awarded to: Michael Dicello 

For: effectively demonstrating his understanding of World War I history 

Year 4P 
Powell 

Awarded to: Alannah Purcell  
For: taking responsibility of her learning and continuing to stretch herself by 
stretching her thinking.  

Year 4O 
Overton 

Awarded to: Rana Pordeli 
For: displaying determination, focus and drive to complete all set learning tasks. 
Amazing Work Rana!!! 

Year 4M 
Mondon 

Awarded to: Michael Rode 
For: designing and creating a conveyor belt for an Easter egg factory as part of a 
STEM challenge.  

Year 5P 
Panahinejad 

Awarded to: Lucy Parks  
For: demonstrating excellent persistence in her remote learning.   

Year 5L 
Leslie 

Awarded to: Dusty Verbeeten  

For: going above and beyond when completing her remote learning.  

Year 5RM 
Reid/McAlley 

Awarded to: Madeleine Gellel  
For: Outstanding effort in completing your Remote Learning Literacy Tasks.  

Year 6G 
Gorski 

Awarded to: Liam Parkinson  

Star of the Week 



 

 

For: completing his learning, earning Matheletics awards and for recording his 
‘Education’ song lyrics  

Year 6M 
Maxfield 

Awarded to: Jasmine Verbeeten 
For: making a great effort with all of her remote learning and being helpful to other 
class members.  

Year 6S 
Smith 

Awarded to: Bailey Brander 
For: For writing a very entertaining song as part of his remote learning and 
completing all his weekly remote learning. Well done!  

Physical Education  
Hough 

Awarded to: Alexis Penna- Ryan  
For: Her enthusiasm and commitment towards her Physical Education learning.  

Chinese  
Liu  

Awarded to: Kevin Ford  
For: putting a great effort in completing all Chinese learning tasks for 2 weeks and 
trying his best to follow instructions to adapt to remote learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

                                                    

 


