
 

 

 

 

 

 
Issue 37 ð 22nd November, 2018 

 

 

Monday 26th November                Parent Information Night for Year 6 Relationships and Sexuality Education 

Tuesday 27th November                Internal Transition Session 1 

Wednesday 28th November          Year 6 The Amazing Race 

Friday 30 th November                   2019 Year 6 Uniform Orders Due 
Tuesday 4th December                  Instrumental Music Concert 

Tuesday 4th December                  Internal Transition Session 2 

Wednesday 5th December            2019 Foundation Parent Information Night 6pm ð 7pm  

Tuesday 11th December               Statewide Transition Day  

Tuesday 11th December               Year 6 Graduation Evening 

Wednesday 12th December         Christmas assembly/ Parent Helpers Morning Tea  

Friday 14th December                   WPS Christmas Carnival 

Friday 21st December                   Last day of Term 4.  Students are dismissed at 1:30pm  

 

 
ACTING PRINCIPAL REPORT 

 

Hello everyone,  

 

Next Tuesday is the first of our internal transition days for 2019. Teachers have created draft class groups based 

on their knowledge of the students, student preferences and parent requests. The statewide transition day is on 

Tuesday 11th December. On this day, our Year 6 students will attend their secondary school, our new Foundation 

students will attend and all students will find out who their teacher will be for 2019. Next year our school will again 

run with 20 classes, one of which will be a Year 3/4 composite class. We will also continue to run a specialist 

program consisting of PE, Art, Music and Chinese.  

 

On Monday, it was my absolute pleasure to invite Amelie Powell to join with me in presenting at our community 

assembly. Amelie, a Year 1 student, has saved every Golden Ticket she has received over the past 12 months to 

have the opportunity to experience a snapshot of what it is like to be a Principal. Amelie has consistently displayed 

our school expectations and is deserving of last Mondayõs experience. Amelie sat in my chair to sign some very 

important papers; she sent an email, answered the phone and spoke to staff when they came into the office. I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank Amelie for choosing me to be a part of this special experience.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



At our assembly on Monday, I also presented a Principalõs Award to Cooper Ward in Year 2. Cooper displayed our 

community expectation of ôDo Your Bestõ after finding a large sum of money in the playground and handing it in to 

the office. I would like to take this opportunity to again, thank Cooper for his good deed. 

 

Guess who made front page this week? In last weekõs newsletter, I spoke about the Community Garden project 

that Mrs McCormickõs year 1 class had been participating in and this week they are front page news in the 

Whittlesea Review. Well done 1M! 

 

 

 

 

 

And here is the finished project below, also pictured 

behind the students in the image on the left. 

 

At Tuesday nightõs School Council meeting, we had an update of monies raised from our recent fundraising efforts. 

I am pleased to share the following amounts were raised and will contribute towards a shade shelter for the ELC, 

a key focus for our fundraising group for 2018. Our last fundraising event for the year will be our Christmas Carnival 

on Friday 14th December, so save the date! 

 

1. Colour Run $8,500 

2. Whittlesea Show $700 

3. Bunning Sausage Sizzle $1,750 

I have already requested another date for a sausage sizzle for 2019, with the new Mernda Bunnings now our 

closest store.  

 

I would also like to thank the CWA Jumbunna Whittlesea for their donation of $100 IGA card. This will help to stock 

our kitchen pantry with ôstaplesõ for our kitchen garden.  

 

Tomorrow, we will be conducting interviews for our 2019 school captains. Matt Dunstone and Payam Panahinejad 

will conduct the interviews alongside our current School Captains. Good luck to all of the Year 5 students who have 

applied for these positions. We will announce all of the leadership positions for 2019 at our Christmas assembly 

on Wednesday 12th December. I would like to take this opportunity to thank our school captains, Caitlin Mathew, 

Tarah and William for their professional approach to this process. 

 

Finally, there are still some spaces available for instrumental music for next year. There is an enrolment form 

attached in todayõs newsletter.  Please return your expression to the office by Friday 30th November.  

 

Best wishes for a wonderful weekend with your family J 

 

 

Rae Gittos 

Acting Principal 

 

 

 

 



ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORT 

 
What a busy week we have had this week. Our junior grades along with 3O have been swimming every day and 

next week our senior students will be doing the same. Letõs hope the rain steers clear during the day so all 

lessons can go ahead as planned.  

 

This week Iõd like to raise the topic of resilience. Resilience is about being able to adjust to change. In our day to 

day life we plan for things all the time. Sometimes though the best laid plans donõt work out and we inevitably 

have to deal with the change.  Yes, it can be disappointing but we canõt control everything.  

Key attributes of resilience in children and young people include: 

 

¶ social competence 

¶ a sense of agency or responsibility 

¶ optimism 

¶ a sense of purpose or hope for the 

future 

¶ attachment to family, to school and 

to learning 

¶ problem solving skills 

¶ effective coping style 

¶ pro-social values 

¶ a sense of self-efficacy 

¶ positive self-regard. 

 

At school our students look at resilience through our weekly PATHS lessons. Students are involved in discussions 

and role plays to help them understand and prepare for times when they may experience disappointment.   

 

As a parent, we try to protect our children from disappointment. We go above and beyond and try to do all we can 

to ensure that they donõt have to feel this emotion. Is this a good thing? Research is telling us that along with 

happiness, excitement, anger and sadness we need to be allowing our children to feel disappointment and 

highlight that they have been able to work their way through the disappointment and that everything was ok.   

Children develop the skills and qualities for dealing with resilience over time, initially through their experiences in 

coping with small stresses with help from supportive adults. When bigger stresses come along, even though at 

first they might feel quite distressed, children can draw on what they have learned about helping themselves to 

cope and feel better. Looking to others for support continues to be an effective way of coping. 

 

Additional ideas for developing resilience in children can be found at https://www.parentingideas.com.au 

 

 

Betty Tzelepis 

Acting Assistant Principal, Leading Teacher - Wellbeing 

 

 

 

SCHOOL BANKING 
 

 

Please note that next Tuesday is the last day to order 

rewards through the school banking program for 2018. 

If your child has enough Dollarmite tokens and wishes to 

redeem them this year they must submit the order with 

their school banking on Tuesday 27th November. 

 

. 

 

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/


 

 

Star of the Week  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundation B 
Bell 

Awarded to: Harrison King 
For: Doing his best during maths learning.  

Foundation P 
Perry 

Awarded to: Riley Allshorn 
For: Applying himself during all maths sessions. 

Foundation S 
Starkey 

Awarded to: Mercedes Marcu 
For: Writing an amazing narrative with a beginning, middle and 
end.  

Year 1C 
Capito 

Awarded to: Thomas Watt 
For: Demonstrating all community expectations to the best of 
his ability.  

Year 1F 
Fawcett 

Awarded to: Jessica Chalmers 
For: Demonstrating all community expectations throughout the 
week. Well done! 

Year 1M 
McCormick 

Awarded to: Toby Clark 
For: The good effort you are making to complete your learning 
tasks. Well done.  

Year 1P 
Powell 

Awarded to: Xavier Dundas 
For: Solving addition and subtraction equations using efficient 
mental strategies.  

Year 2TR 
Reid/Betty 

Awarded to: Ben Von Blanckensee 
For: Returning to school with a positive attitude and trying his 
best in all areas.  

Year 2C 
Cook 

Awarded to: Jaxon Moro 
For: Being a totally awesome student.  

Year 2L 
Layton 

Awarded to: Harper Pitts 
For: Achieving his personal best in his Mathletics assessment. 

Year 3A 
Walsh 

Awarded to: Jackson Burgiel 
For: Showing resilience when faced with a challenge. 

Year 3J  
Walsh 

Awarded to: Khloe Kovatsis 
For: Helping others succeed both inside and outside the 
classroom. Well done Khloe! 

Year 4K 
Kaur 

Awarded to: Kate Chararat 
For: Being a respectful, mature and enthusiastic class member 
for all teachers in school. 



 

 

Year 4L 
Leslie 

Awarded to: Connor Hamilton 
For: Making great progress in his reading. 

Year 4V 
Vitale 

Awarded to: Sophie Pearce 
For: Confidently presenting an engaging news report to the 
class about the WPS disco. Well done Sophie.  

Year 5DY  
Dunstone/Yeo 

Awarded to: Taya McClure 
For: Confidently presenting her persuasive speech during 
inquiry. 

Year 5P 
Panahinejad 

Awarded to: Aaron Abbondio 
For: Writing an informative and persuasive speech. 

Year 6 Numeracy 
Maxfield 

Awarded to: Aiden Coakley 
For: Completing his maths assignments to the best of his 
ability.  

Year 6 Literacy 
Smith 

Awarded to: Annie Edwards 
For: An outstanding attitude when completing her choice 
writing.  

Specialists 
Chinese 

Awarded to: Jordyn Panipucci 
For: Demonstrating excellent team work skills and encouraging 
others during P.E. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  
 

 

Congratulations to Lucy McDonald and Noah Bateman both from Foundation who competed in the BMX 

Victorian State titles in Warrnambool last weekend.   

 

What a great achievement for these two students!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SCHOOL CHAPLAIN REPORT 

Investing in Gratitude 2 
 

A few newsletters earlier, I wrote about gratitude, and here I am writing about it again. There is much to say 

about this important topic. I have found so many positive points that I feel that I have to share them on. 

 

Thanks to the ôNun Studyõ twenty years ago, gratitude is now a new field of research along with the study of 

emotions on physical health. The findings showed that gratefulness strongly enhances resilience in many areas 

of life. People who have a thankful attitude tend to have more healthy and lasting relationships and that 

includes those between employer and employee. Grateful people are less likely to envy others because they are 

more content with their situation. This allows for far more restful sleeps at night. Gratitude minimises a 

negative outlook and the need to revenge. Most importantly, the research showed that thankful people have 

improved physical health and greater resilience against disease. 

 

Being thankful is an important attribute to have in our community. Individuals with this trait contribute to the 

peace of society. They are protected from resentment and feelings of arrogance. Though this is not necessarily 

the case for everyone, people have increased gratitude because they believe in a Force greater than 

themselves. They are humbled by this knowledge. Whichever the case, we do recognise that we canõt do much 

alone and canõt take credit for most of the things around us that we delight in. Gratitude has to be our best and 

only response. 

 
 
Peter Ackland - School Chaplain 

 

 

 

 
  




