
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Issue 4 ð 22nd February 2018   

 

Friday 23rd February                      Years 3-6 Mindfulness Session 2 

Friday 23rd February                      Year 5 & 6 Interschool Sport 

Wednesday 28th February             Breakfast Club  

Wednesday 28th February             1st Instalment of Booklist & Excursion Levy Due   

Wednesday 28th February             School Council   

Thursday 1st March                       Years 3-6 Mindfulness Session 3 

Friday 2nd March                            Years 3-6 Mindfulness Session 3 

Monday 5th March                         Whittlesea Division Swimming Carnival 

Tuesday 6th March                         Parents Helpers Training 2:30pm & 6pm  

Wednesday 7th March                   Breakfast Club 

Thursday 8th March                       Years 3-6 Mindfulness Session 4 

Thursday 8th March                       School Tour and Information Evening for 2019 Enrolments 

Friday 9th March                            Years 3-6 Mindfulness Session 4 

Friday 9th March                            Years 5 & 6 Interschool Sports  

Monday 12th March                       Labour Day Public Holiday  

 

PRINCIPAL REPORT 
 

 

Hi everyone, 

 

This weekõs Principal message is a little different as I write to you from 

the Mercy Hospital in Heidelberg.  On Tuesday night, my wife and I 

welcomed our son to the world ð Benjamin Lee Hoggins.  Ben has arrived 

8 weeks early but is doing really well - as is his amazing mum. 

 

Thank you to my supportive leadership team who have stepped up this 

week at Whittlesea Primary School.  I will return next week with hundreds 

of photos of our new arrival which Iõll be happy to share with anyone 

willing to see them! 

 

Until next week, 

 

 

Ty Hoggins 

Principal 

 

 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORT 
 

 

Hello everyone, 

 

Thank you to all of our students, parents and carers for attending our ôMeet and Greetõ interviews this week. At 

Whittlesea Primary School, learning is an important partnership between home and school so please encourage 

your child to share their learning with you whenever and wherever possible. Whether it be reading books, telling 

the time, writing birthday cards, counting money or playing games; every opportunity to extend your childõs 

reading, thinking and problem solving skills will support their learning at school every day.  

 

This week 25 students from years 3-6 took part in the district swimming event at Northcote Aquatic and 

Recreation Centre. In the lead up to the event, all of the competitors trained early morning, twice a week at the 



 

 

Whittlesea Swim Centre. Overall, our school placed THIRD on the day, an outstanding achievement. We wish all 

of the swimmers going through to the division event on the 5th March the very best of luck. 

 

Did someone say CLUBS! Yes, clubs are back for 2018! Our SRC reps recently asked every class to brainstorm 

what clubs they would like to be involved in this term and Mrs Kaur sent the suggestions out to all of our teachers. 

Here is what our clubs timetable looks like so far. We will post future updates of new clubs in the newsletter. 

 

CLUBS: TERM 1 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Before 
School 

  Breakfast Club 
Peter 
(Gym) 

  

Break 
1 

ICT Club  
Mrs Fordham 
(Library) 

ICT Club  
Mrs Fordham 
(Library) 

ICT Club  
Mrs Fordham 
(Library) 

ICT Club  
Mrs Fordham 
(Library) 

ICT Club  
Mrs Fordham 
(Library) 

Wood Craft  
Peter/ 
(Intervention 
Room) 

 Drawing Club 
Peter 
(Library) 

  

Break 
2 
 

Knitting Club 
Mrs Gittos 
(Music room) 

Crossover 
Club 
Mr Hough 
(Gym) 

Board Games 
Mr Gordon 
(Library) 

Lego Club 
Mrs Kaur 
(Library) 
Everyone 
welcome 

Chill Out Club 
Miss Betty 
(2T Classroom) 

    Music Club 
Mr Wright 
(Music Room) 

 

 

Last week, you would have received a ôStatement of Chargesõ for the 2018 school year. This statement also 

referenced your unique family BPAY details. We now offer an alternative to BPAY, with the introduction of 

CompassPay.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As shown below, a notification will appear on your Compass dashboard. Once you ôClick here to proceedõ on your 

dashboard, you will see five [5] payment options per child.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

These multiple options allow you to either, pay your booklist & excursion/incursion fee UPFRONT or alternatively, 

you can pay by INSTALMENTS. You can also choose to make a voluntary contribution to the 2018 Building Fund. 

These funds contribute to minor capital works, approved by School Council. 

 

Upon payment, a prompt will appear requesting you digitally sign the parent payment policy, incursion/excursion 

levy and voluntary building fund agreements. By signing each agreement, you acknowledge the payment you are 

making. 

 

If you choose the instalment option, there are four [4] scheduled instalments throughout the year. Please note 

the conditions of payment before confirming to pay by instalments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once you have made a payment you will receive a Payment Confirmation from CompassPay via email. Each 

payment option will remain on your dashboard until all charges are complete. The office will also continue to 

accept cash and eftpos payments for charges. 

 

If you have any queries about CompassPay, please contact the office. 

 

Best wishes for a wonderful weekend with your familyJ 

 

 

Rae Gittos 

Assistant Principal 
 

 

CAR PARKING 
 

 

The Church kindly lets our school families use their car park.  Please reverse park, and keep to the actual car 

park area and do not park on any grass or lawn area.  Driving beyond the front car park is not permitted. 

 

Also, please do not use the disabled car park in the church car park or in the staff car park unless you 

have a disability permit, we do have parents that require the use of this space.  Thank you. 
 



 

 

Star of the Week  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundation B 
Bell 

Awarded to: Dash Heal 
For: doing his best during learning tasks 

Foundation P 
Perry 

Awarded to: Emma Martino 
For: always respecting our school by keeping our classroom 
clean and tidy 

Foundation S 
Starkey 

Awarded to: Spencer Sullivan 
For: coming to school with a positive attitude 

Year 1C 
Capito 

Awarded to: Ruby Barker 
For: helping others succeed in the classroom and showing 
kindness to her peers 

Year 1F 
Fawcett 

Awarded to: Harvey Penford 
For: his honest sharing and discussion during talk time 

Year 1M 
McCormick 

Awarded to: Anakin Lamont 
For: being an amazing friend to all his peers and going 
above and beyond to help others succeed! 

Year 1P 
Powell 

Awarded to: Grace Greaves 
For: doing her best learning and striving for success 

Year 2TR 
Reid/Betty 

Awarded to: Darcy McGrath 
For: doing a fabulous job with his speed loops 

Year 2C 
Cook 

Awarded to: Cody McLaren 
For: consistently doing his best in class 

Year 2L 
Layton 

Awarded to:  William Wise 
For: having an amazing start to Year 2 

Year 3A 
Walsh 

Awarded to: Ikshu Schie 
For: showing confidence in her learning while settling in at a 
new school 

Year 3J  
Walsh 

Awarded to:  Mayah Shute 
For: displaying persistence when learning about time. Well 
done! 

Year 3O  
Overton 

Awarded to: Dusty Verbeeten  
For: demonstrating perseverance in Maths. Amazing Dusty! 



 

 

Year 4K 
Kaur 

Awarded to: Kip Grogan 
For: making my day every day with his cheery attitude! 
Thanks Kip! 

Year 4L 
Leslie 

Awarded to: Marley Harris 
For: doing his best by writing an engaging narrative 

Year 4V 
Vitale 

Awarded to: Willem Morrison 
For: doing his best learning during reading last week J 

Year 5DY  
Dunstone/Yeo 

Awarded to: Maddie Robertson 
For: helping others succeed by offering support in the 
classroom 

Year 5P 
Panahinejad 

Awarded to: Cooper Cox 
For: being an excellent helper in 5P 

Year 6M 
Maxfield 

Awarded to: Ruby Clancy 
For: creating a great poster about J.K.Rowlingôs writing style 

Year 6S 
Goetzke 

Awarded to: Jade Lower 
For: managing her time well and completing her reading 
tasks to the best of her ability 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

BRIDGE INN DISTRICT SWIMMING RESULTS 

 
On Monday, our swimming squad competed in the Bridge Inn District swimming carnival at the Northcote 
Pool. Our students were up against swimmers from seven other schools and we achieved some great 
results with our school coming 3rd overall. Congratulations to all of the students who came first, second, 
third or fourth in an óAô event or relay who will now be competing at the Whittlesea Division final on March 
5th. All of our students made our school proud, doing their best and displaying our community expectations 
at all times. Well done! 
 
Individual Results: 
Bailey Luscombe ï 3rd A freestyle, 5th A freestyle, 6th butterfly 

Zayne Moore ï 4th B freestyle, 2nd 12YR D freestyle, 5th B backstroke 

Fox Forden ï 3rd C freestyle, 5th A backstroke 

Nancy Greaves ï 3rd D freestyle 

Eamon Conley ï 4th A freestyle, 4th A backstroke, 3rd A butterfly 

Charlie Parks ï 2nd B freestyle, 4th A backstroke 

Isaiah Ekhator ï 5th C freestyle, 5th B backstroke  

Darcy Laird ï 6th D freestyle  

Isaac Justice ï 5th A freestyle, 5th A breaststroke 

James McCormick ï 4th B freestyle, 4th A backstroke 

Jaxin Harvey ï 2nd C freestyle, 4th B backstroke 

LeTia Redpath ï 6th A freestyle, 4th A backstroke, 2nd A butterfly 

Jade Mavric ï 5th B freestyle, 4th A butterfly  

Avril Caddy ï 3rd C freestyle  

Madelyn Gittos ï 4th D freestyle, 4th B backstroke 

Jade McLay ï 2nd A freestyle, 3rd A breaststroke 

Bella Taylor ï 4th B freestyle, 6th A backstroke 

Sophie Pearce ï 3rd C freestyle, 4th A breaststroke 

Jordyn Dow ï 4th D freestyle, 5th B backstroke 

Ruby Clancy ï 6th A freestyle, 6th A breaststroke 

Asha Mirrielees ï 3rd B freestyle, 3rd A backstroke 

Lillie Coomber ï 3rd C freestyle 

Gracie Mavric ï 4th D freestyle, 6th B breaststroke 

Olivia Sorensen ï 1st freestyle, 1st backstroke, 1st breaststroke 

 
Relays: 
2nd ï 10yr open freestyle ï Zayne, Fox, Sophie, Bailey  

1st ï 11yr open freestyle ï Charlie, Olivia, Eamon, Jade 

3rd ï 12yr open freestyle ï James, Bella, Jaxin, Isaac 

3rd ï 10yr girls freestyle ï LeTia, Jade, Avril, Madelyn 

5th ï 12yr girls freestyle ï Ruby, Asha, Lillie, Gracie 

3rd ï Girls Medley ï Ruby, Asha, Olivia, Jade 

4thï Boys Medley ï Charlie, Eamon, Bailey, Isaac 

 



 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

 

Congratulations to Taya from year 5 who won medals in the following 

events at her Regional Little Athletics Carnival.  Taya now progresses to 

State level competition. 

 

 

Silver for Long Jump 

Bronze for 70m Sprint 

Bronze 200m Sprint 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLES SPORTS FOR SCHOOLS 
 

 

Please start collecting your vouchers from Coles and drop them into the school office.  

The more vouchers we collect the more equipment we can receive for our students! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SCHOOL CHAPLAIN REPORT 
 

Breakfast Club Off to a Good Start 
 
I was very encouraged to see Breakfast Club begin well with a significant number of Foundation students 

coming along for the first time. It was great to see that parents and grandparents were comfortable enough to 

join in to help students settle and even sit with them for as long as they wished. I think this is going to be a 

special year for Breakfast Club. The large number of returned permission forms has produced a list of over 140 

student members, so it is true that if every one of them came at the same time we would have a challenge on 

our hands. However, it is a good challenge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For our first Breakfast Club this term we doubled our normal set up to include all forty-eight school assembly 

chairs and this proved to work very well. So unless we start to have very large numbers at one time we will 

continue to do this. As numbers grow, weõll rise to the challenge of creating more places. Some students have 

asked why it is only on Wednesdays. I guess that one day it may be every day of the week as the wider school 

community catches the vision and comes for the ride.  

 

Peter Ackland - School Chaplain  

 

 

MINDFULNESS 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
~Week 2~ Mindful listening/ Honesty 
  

In week two, Life Skills teachers reviewed the important value of honesty through the focus of mindful listening.  

Students learnt how to listen mindfully by concentrating on specific sounds. They practiced staying really still and 

quiet while they listened to a soothing sound. This listening activity helped students understand that there is 

always noise around us, but we can actually train our brain to focus on one sound at a time.   

Additionally, students began to explore listening to their own bodies. By using breath to stay focused and feel 

movements, students learnt to become aware of how they actually feel physically and emotionally. With 

awareness we begin to understand what may be creating our feelings. Students discovered how concentration 

helps develop a focused mind, a feeling of calm and where these skills could be applied in their lives. The games 

this week taught students how to not only be honest with themselves, but also to be an honest participant of a 

team. Along the way learning spatial awareness and body awareness too!  

Parents/Carers: Ask your child to show you the mindfulness/breathing activity they participated in this week 

and how or when it could help us. Reinforcement is the key. 

 

Family self-care tip: Make time for a game at least once a week 



 

 

2018 SPORTS DATES 
 

 

 
 

 
Term 1 

    

 District Swimming Northcote Pool 10-12 Years Feb 19th 

 Division Swimming Northcote Pool 10-12 Years March 5th  

 NMR Swimming Northcote Pool 10-12 Years March 14th  

 Cricket Weekly Competition Boys/Girls Feb 16th ï  
March 29th 

 Soccer Weekly Competition Boys/Girls Feb 16th ï 
March 29th 

 Teeball Round Robin Mill Park Softball 
Diamonds 

Boys/Girls March 22nd 

 
Term 2 

    

 Football Weekly Competition 1 Boys 
Team 

April 27th ï 
June 15th  

 Netball Weekly Competition Girls A&B 
Teams 

April 27th ï 
June 15th 

 Volleyball  Whittlesea Secondary 
College  

Boys/Girls June 22nd  

 WPS Cross Country Walker Reserve Years 3-6 April 24th  

 District Cross Country Bundoora Park 10-12 Years May 8th  

 Division Cross Country Bundoora Park 10-12 Years May 30th  

 NMR Cross Country Bundoora Park 10-12 Years June 20th 

 WPS Athletics Carnival Meadowglen Whole 
School 

June 7th 

 
Term 3 

    

 Hooptime (3/4) Mill Park Basketball 
Stadium 

Boys/Girls July 27th 

 District Athletics Meadowglen  10-12 Years August 29th  

 Division Athletics Meadowglen 10-12 Years Sep 10th  

 Hooptime (5/6) Mill Park Basketball 
Stadium 

Boys/Girls Aug 24th  

 
Term 4 

    

 NMR Athletics Meadowglen 10 ï 12 
Years 

Oct 16th  



 

 

STUDENT WELLBEING 
 
 

Student Wellbeing - How to foster resilience in everyday life 
 
A childôs capacity for resilience is the result of both their genetic make up, as well as 
environmental factors that can be influenced and changed.  There are many things that 
you can do to build resilience in children. 
 
There are three characteristics of an environment that helps to build resilience: 

¶ An environment where caring and support are considered important, and foster a 

sense of belonging 

¶ Consistent boundaries, as well as support for children to behave appropriately and 

achieve positive goals 

¶ Opportunities to participate in shared activities and contribute to decision making 

So how can you build resilience?  There are many ways, and the following suggestions 
are not a complete listé but theyôre a start! 

¶ Set clear, realistic boundaries for childrenôs behaviour 

¶ Donôt blame others, focus on changing behaviour 

¶ Make children responsible for appropriate tasks 

 

¶ Be actively involved in the community and have regular contact with friends, 

neighbours, teachers and activity groups 

¶ Show affection and compassion to those around you 

¶ Work positively to resolve arguments, communicate positively 

¶ Focus on peopleôs strengths and encourage them to build on them 

¶ Provide children with many different opportunities to succeed 

¶ Allow children to participate in decision making 

¶ Listen to and respect the opinions of others, even if you donôt agree with them 

Studies into resilient families have identified six common characteristics: 

¶ commitment to the family 

¶ appreciation and affection for each other 

¶ positive communication patterns 

¶ enjoying time together 

¶ a sense of spiritual wellbeing and connection 

¶ the ability to successfully manage stress and crisis 

 
 
More information can be found at: 
Kids Matter https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/families  
 
 
 
A message from the Wellbeing Leading Teacher ï Betty Tzelepis 
 
 

https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/families


 

 

SEEKING TRAVELLING BEARS SPONSORS 
 

 

During 2017 our students were involved in a Vacation Bears Program. Each student in year 4 was given a toy 

bear. The bears were then sent on a vacation. They travelled with their own homemade passport and a journal. 

Friends and family (and some teachers) took the bears on vacation and sent back a photo and postcard to the 

child and wrote in the bearõs journal. The students then researched the bearõs travel destination(s). It was a way 

of connecting the world to our students, many of whom have not been outside of Victoria. This real life 

authentic project allowed our students to better understand the world around them.  

 

This initiative was so successful in 2017 that we are looking for another sponsor for 2018. We require 70 toy 

bears around 20cm tall or sponsorship to purchase them at approximately $10 each. 

 

Sponsoring businesses will be featured prominently in our school newsletter and could also be featured within 

the bearõs journals.  

 

If you would like any more information about our Vacation Bears Program please donõt hesitate to contact us on 

9716 2140.  

 

 

Debra Armstrong 

Leader Teacher (3/4 Team) 

 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2018 BOOKLIST FEES, EXCURSION LEVY & CSEF 
 

 

The Booklist Levy this year is $230 and the first instalment of $55.00 is due on 28th February followed by 

payments due on 27th April, 29th June and 31st August.   

 

The excursion/incursion levy for 2018 is $80.00 per student. This levy can be paid in full or by two instalments 

of $40 each.  The first instalment of $40 is due by 28th February 2017 and the second is due by 29 th June 2018. 

 

Please note that families who hold a current health care / pension card may be entitled to claim the 

Camp Sport & Excursion Fund (CSEF) payment, forms are available at the school office.  If you applied 

and received the CSEF payment in 2017 you do not need to reapply this year, it will be done 

automatically for you. 

 

 

 

 

 


